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Abstract

This research aims to analyze the use of metaphorical language in Surah Al-Baqarah verse 143,
given that the Arabic language, as the language of the Qut'an, is characterized by its richness
of meaning and particular aesthetic appeal through the use of rhetorical devices (metaphor).
This study is based on the importance of understanding the implicit messages in the Holy
Quran, which are not only literal but also metaphorical, especially in the concept of “Ummah
Wasatah,” which distinguishes the Islamic nation as a moderate and balanced nation. This
study uses a qualitative descriptive approach with a literature review approach, where data was
obtained from various sources such as books, scientific journals, and other research works
related to the topic of linguistic metaphor and interpretation of the Quran. The results of the
analysis show that Surah Al-Bagarah verse 143 contains the use of linguistic metaphor,
especially in the phrase “a just nation,” which metaphorically describes the Islamic nation as a
just and balanced nation that bears witness to all of humanity. In addition, the word “gibla” in
this verse also carries a metaphorical meaning as a symbol of identity and spiritual
commitment for Muslims. The function of linguistic metaphor in this verse is not limited to
embellishing the language, but also reinforces moral, spiritual, and social messages, providing
ample room for interpretation by the reader and interpreter. Therefore, understanding
linguistic metaphor is crucial to a comprehensive and profound interpretation of the verses of
the Holy Quran and contributes significantly to the development of Arabic language studies
and Quranic interpretation
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